
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 2:1-12, 13-17 

The Greatness of Jesus’ Forgiveness and Acceptance 

 

* Recap 

I want to ask you a question, but I don’t want you to answer 

I just want you to let it sink in and think about it 

If you were say blind, or paralyzed, what would be more important to you, to be healed 

Or to feel forgiven 

 

• 2:1-12 

 

Again, where are we? What is significant about this place? 

Where in Capernaum does this story take place? 

Probably Jesus’ home…that will really change the story 

 

• 2:3-4 

Built the fence and paid for it between me and my neighbor, had to remove a section for tree…went crazy 

Imagine this, been traveling all over preaching and healing, casting out demons 

Comes home probably tired, maybe worn out 

Gets to the house and it is so crowded he can barely get in the front door 

Starts teaching again under compassion for their need 

And Santa drops in thru HIS ROOF 

 

• 2:5 

His reaction – “saw their faith” 

Reaction is amazing and it was all of their faith, maybe not even the mans 

Jesus looks down and says, no problem, I forgive you 

But they have, and we have, a sense this isn’t just for wrecking His roof 

 

OK, now I have several questions and maybe so do you 

1. What is He offering this for? 

This doesn’t appear to be what the guy needs 

How does this strike you? Honestly? 

What is the guy’s reaction? What does that tell you? 

Something inside me tells me it is more important for my life to “work out” than my need for acceptance 

That is a lie 

We are all in desperate need to sense that we are clean, that we are without shame, that our past or present does not 

overcome our own worth 

That who we are matters more than what we do 

 

2. Only the Priests could declare forgiveness. What does this sy? 

They should have taken him to the Temple in Jerusalem 

Not to some wandering preacher 

Is. 33:22 For the LORD is our judge, The LORD is our lawgiver, 

 The LORD is our king; He will save us— 
24

 And no resident will say, “I am sick”; The people who dwell there will be forgiven their iniquity. 

 

• 2:6-9 

This has always been a troubling passage 

What is the answer? Which is harder? 

Answer may depend upon whom you are talking about 

Forgiveness is much harder; it requires the authority of God Himself 

But on their level, it is just the opposite 

Remember last week’s key word - AUTHORITY 



Deut. 18:22 “When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the 

thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him. 

 

Key verse is in verse 10 

• 2:10 

son of man – What does this mean? 

How is Jesus using this phrase? 

“I” 

Daniel 7 provides the clue to this statement 
13

 “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven 

 One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days 

 And was presented before Him. 
14

 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, 

 That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. 

 His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; 

 And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed 

 

In Daniel 7, the Son of Man represents His people, opposed by evil, and is vindicated by God 

And He is given ultimate authority 

This authority in Daniel though is for JUDGEMENT 

Forgiveness it the other side of judgment which is now what Jesus is offering 

* Similarities to Jeremiah, Jesus as prophet, listen or be judged 

 

This is also a real signpost by Mark 

Foreshadowing of the Trial at the end in Mark 14 with Caiphas, the High Priest 

14:62 
62

And Jesus said, “I am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING 

WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.” 

 

For many, forgiveness is a weakness 

But forgiveness is the most powerful thing in this world 

It is our greatest gift and our greatest gift to give 

We should feel this 

And we are to be for the World what Jesus was for Israel 

 

• 2:13-17 

Any one know why Levi was collecting taxes at Capernaum? 

Border between Antipas and Philip on the sea coast 

Working for Herod Antipas, estimate the tariffs and taxes with loose tax codes…to their favor 

Previously this was free passage 

Why then is Jesus response so strange? What does it communicate? 

The passage also uses words like sitting and eating with sinful folks. What does that communicate? 

 

Forgiveness seems to be rolling even from the last chapter 

Jesus ACCEPTS these folks 

Levi had been working for the one who called himself king of the Jews…now he really is 

Jesus simply could not be around people who were hurting and not desire to penetrate their pain 

When you are around people like this, what is on your mind? 

 


